






“The Durham full-time MBA was a life 
changing experience for me…it opened 
doors to the business management world.” 

JOSELYN ZHOU 
Full-time MBA Graduate

Durham Castle and Old Elvet Bridge, Durham City.
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TRANSFORM YOUR CAREER

The world is waiting

Part of Durham University with its long history and 
tradition, Durham University Business School recruits 
and develops the highest calibre students, inspiring you 
to be an independent, well rounded critical-thinking 
business leader.

Durham University 
Business School is 
over 50 years old

Durham University 
is over 180 years old

of our research 
assessed as 
‘internationally 
excellent’ or ‘world 
leading’ – REF 2014

180

06  

We are one of an 
elite group of 
triple accredited 
Business Schools

We are committed 
to relevant, 
progressive 
research

Visit www.durham.ac.uk/mba to learn more about our MBA programme.



10th 
IN THE UK
Financial Times Global 
MBA Ranking 2017

IN EUROPE
Financial Times  
Global MBA 
Ranking 2017

75th 
IN THE WORLD
Financial Times 
Global MBA 
Ranking 2017

Durham University Business School, Mill Hill Lane, Durham City.

HIGH RANKING

World-class business education

Our programmes are exceptional, 

and are consistently ranked in a 

wide range of prestigious listings.

67th 
IN THE WORLD
Economist Which MBA 
Ranking 2016

IN THE UK
Economist 
Which MBA 
Ranking 2016

8th 

24th 



“Being part of such a diverse MBA cohort 
offered me an excellent opportunity to 
network at a global level.” 

ANINDITA SAHA 
Full-time MBA Graduate 

NATIONALITIES: 26

12 MONTH PROGRAMME: 41%

15 MONTH PROGRAMME: 59%

AVERAGE AGE: 31

GENDER: 49% female 

  51% male

CLASS OF 2015-16

A global MBA community

08 Visit www.durham.ac.uk/mba to learn more about our MBA programme.



GLOBAL HORIZONS

Endless possibilities



YOUR DURHAM MBA JOURNEY 
WILL CHALLENGE, INSPIRE AND 
PROVIDE YOU WITH BUSINESS 
KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE 

WHICH WILL ENABLE YOU 
TO ENHANCE YOUR CAREER 

ASPIRATIONS.

It will also expand your network and 
further develop the capabilities you need 

to succeed in a dynamic and rapidly 
changing world.

DR JULIE HODGES 
Director MBA Programmes

Visit www.durham.ac.uk/mba to learn more about our MBA programme.10



WHY CHOOSE  
DURHAM?

THE DURHAM FULL-TIME MBA

Reach your goals, achieve success

The Durham MBA will transform your career by 
enhancing your key business and leadership 
capabilities, enabling you to excel in a fast-moving 
global business environment.

Combining all-round MBA learning, underpinned with 
practical business experience, the programme will 
expand your knowledge and expertise in a personalised 
career pathway most closely aligned to your own 
professional aspirations.

Both challenging and inspirational, the programme 
will take you on your journey to achieve your career 
aspirations.

Stand out in a 
global market place

Personalise your 
programme

Personal career 
advancement

Global business 
experience

Integrate theory 
and practice

Build a global network

Business mentor 
support

Learn an additional 
language



PROGRAMME STRUCTURE

Personalise your study, choose your journey

12

12 OR 15 MONTH OPTION

The Durham full-time MBA programme starts in September 
and you can study over 12 or 15 months. If you choose to 
study the 15 month option you can either undertake a company 
internship, or further develop your business plan from your 
Strategic Business Project.

The additional three months are also a great opportunity to 
increase your network, continue to develop your knowledge 
and gain exposure to possible new career opportunities.

PERSONALISE YOUR MBA TO ACHIEVE 
YOUR CAREER ASPIRATIONS

Everyone has different aspirations and goals when 
choosing their full-time MBA, so we’ve designed 
our programme with that in mind. Our new full-time 
MBA provides you with choices throughout your 
studies, from deciding the length of your programme 
to choosing the pathway most in-line with your 
career ambitions.

Visit www.durham.ac.uk/mba to learn more about our MBA programme.

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS IN CONTEXT

STRATEGIC BUSINESS PROJECT

BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT

INTERNSHIP

CORE MODULES OPTIONAL 3 MONTHSPATHWAYS

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

NEW VENTURE
CREATION

MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTING

PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT

CONSULTANCY

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
MANAGEMENT AND CORPORATE 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

TECHNOLOGY

TECHNOLOGY 
INNOVATION

BUSINESS 
ANALYTICS

ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE

ECONOMICS FOR GLOBAL BUSINESS

LEADING AND MANAGING PEOPLE

MARKETING

OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT

SUSTAINABILITY, ETHICS AND CHANGE

THE BOARDROOM EXERCISE

Pathways will run subject to demand



As the role of technology continues to 
increase in importance to the world of 
business, this pathway will enhance your 
in-depth knowledge of business-analytics 
techniques and give you a critical insight 
into technology innovation.

On this pathway you will increase your 
range of skills to interpret results and the 
relevance of them for your company. You 
will also develop the ability to choose 
appropriate techniques to apply to 
challenges and fully understand the role of 
technology as a game changer in terms of 
creating new products or markets.

Through your learning, identifying 
underlying drivers and future trends in 
technological innovations will become a key 
aspect of your leadership toolkit.

TECHNOLOGY

This pathway explores many options, 
helping you navigate the complex business 
landscape. Modules, master-classes 
and moderated debates will help you to 
understand your own particular and unique 
brand of entrepreneurship.

Current topical case studies, live 
interactions with significant entrepreneurs 
from all stages of the entrepreneurial 
lifecycle, as well as highly interactive 
capability enhancement sessions, will 
provoke, inspire and challenge you.

We will provide you with a complete 
toolkit, which will enable you to build 
a successful career.

Provides a vital platform for you to embark 
or progress your career in advisory and 
service delivery environments. Designed 
to develop the hard and soft skills needed 
for success in consultancy, you will also 
learn from real situations and from expert 
speakers who will be invited to share their 
experiences with you.

You will gain in-depth insight into the 
consultancy industry, and enhance your 
capabilities in the fields of management 
consulting and project management. 
Through a combination of taught modules, 
case analysis, capability enhancement 
workshops and master-classes delivered 
by expert speakers, you will discover the 
key competencies needed to excel as a 
consultant within the global marketplace.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP CONSULTANCY

PATHWAYS

Three routes to follow, one world-class qualification

CHALLENGE

INCUBATION

VENTURE 
CREATION

TECHNIQUES

CREATE

FUTURE

INTERPRET

CRITICAL 
INSIGHT

INSPIRED

INTERNATIONAL

TRENDS

ANALYTICS

INNOVATION



INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
IN CONTEXT

Context is everything. In today’s  
climate you need to have the ability  
to operate within an international 
business environment. Your global 
business experience will be gained in 
countries which may include China, 
Spain or Germany.

 
This will enable you to engage in a new 
and unfamiliar setting and immerse 
yourself in local culture. You will 
develop a critical awareness of current 
issues and attend weekly language 
classes. Languages may include 
Mandarin Chinese, German or Spanish.

CHALLENGE YOURSELF

Development through practical experience

The Durham full-time MBA will develop your critical 
knowledge and enable you to gain practical business skills 
through real experiences.

THE BOARDROOM EXERCISE

One of the most challenging but rewarding aspects is the 
Boardroom Exercise, this real-life simulation provides you 
with the opportunity to apply the concepts and frameworks 
explored during core modules to a live boardroom situation. 

Tailored to your specific pathway, your boardroom experience 
is designed to replicate the tensions of a real leadership 
challenge. It provides an intense and invaluable learning 
experience, enabling you to enhance your management and 
negotiation skills, whilst offering an opportunity to network 
with experienced business executives and develop key 
business connections for the future. 

STRATEGIC BUSINESS PROJECT

Testing your abilities in a live business situation is an exciting 
and popular part of the full-time MBA. At the beginning of 
your studies you will work closely with the Careers team to 
source a company for your business project. 

Working with the company, you will analyse and evaluate 
tangible business issues, challenge and explore concepts 
and apply the knowledge and skills you have acquired in 
the classroom. This is a perfect opportunity for you to gain 
experience relevant to your career aspirations, enhance your 
professional network and pitch yourself as a future employee. 

14 Visit www.durham.ac.uk/mba to learn more about our MBA programme.



VODAFONE STRATEGIC BUSINESS PROJECT

When Cyril Lebel (full-time MBA Durham graduate) attended 
a Business School networking event in Durham, he was 
inspired to take on a Strategic Business Project with Vodafone 
Global Enterprise. 

Cyril’s project focused on cloud storage and its adoption in 
enterprise, which was also an area of interest for Vodafone 
Enterprise. This gave Cyril an excellent opportunity to put his 
learning from the core modules of the MBA programme into 
practice.  

Following the success of his Business Project, Cyril was 
offered a role in this strategically important area, contributing 
to the growing commercial success of Vodafone Enterprise’s 
tablet proposition.

To find out more about this Strategic Business Project visit 
our website www.durham.ac.uk/business/business-project

“I’m a firm believer that real projects, like this business project, 
lead to the best outcomes. By working on real issues you’ll get 
more time, more buy in and value from the internal stakeholders 
because they know it’s going to make a tangible difference.”  

DOMINIQUE LAROSE 
Head of Customer Presales and Service  
Vodafone Global Enterprise

“I’ve gained so much from my Durham MBA. Working 
with Vodafone on my strategic business project was 
a particular highlight, as it enabled me to conduct 
research on a real business issue, develop new 
relationships and create opportunities that ultimately 
led to a dream job!”

CYRIL LEBEL 
Client Service Partner, Vodafone Global Enterprise



ELEVATE YOUR POTENTIAL

Advance your career

Your personal career advancement is an integral part 
of your full-time MBA journey. Designed by identifying 
what global MBA recruiters demand and in consultation 
with MBA alumni, you will build, explore, discover and 
create your profile to elevate your global career.

Our Careers team provide a dedicated personal 
consultancy service to all MBA students and graduates. 
Whether you’re looking to advance your career within 
your current function or sector, or switching career 
path, they will support you throughout your programme 
and beyond.

16 Visit www.durham.ac.uk/mba to learn more about our MBA programme.

Your Personal Career Advancement Framework



ACCELERATE YOUR CAPABILITIES

Become a successful leader

ENHANCE YOUR EMPLOYABILITY

Connecting with business

Through our extensive international business 
connections, you have the opportunity to engage 
with world-class recruiters, corporate connections 
and alumni from around the world. You will have 
a fully integrated schedule of activities including 
our Careers Insights Series, career advancement 
workshops, recruiter presentations and career 
interest groups.

Your key leadership capabilities will be honed and 
enhanced through your tailored MBA experience, 
to provide you with the practical knowledge and 
training you need to succeed.

At the heart of your module, learning capability 
sessions will be led by our Careers team and 
business specialists to ensure you relate theory to 
practical experience.

Leadership Capability Framework

“The Careers team provides 
support to all MBA students on 
their road to success. Throughout 
the programme the team 
facilitates events and workshops 
to enhance key capabilities, and 
provides opportunities to network 
with employers and alumni. This 
activity has inspired and been 
crucial to me when planning my 
next career move.”

CLARISSA LOW 
Full-time MBA Graduate



$98,029 
Average salary 3 years after 
graduating
Financial Times Global MBA 
Ranking 2016

Received job offer within 3 
months of graduating 
Economist Which MBA Ranking 
2015

Consultant 39%

Senior Management 28%

Specialist 17%

Director 11%

Partner/ Associate 5%

EMPLOYMENT BY POSITION

2013-14 Full-time MBA graduates

18

UK 33%

China 11%

Dubai 11%

Pakistan 11%

USA 11%

India 5%

Nigeria 6%

Saudi Arabia 6%

Thailand 6%

EMPLOYMENT BY COUNTRY

2013-14 Full-time MBA graduates

Consulting 39%

Financial Services 17%

Manufacturing 17%

Consumer Goods 5%

Government 5%

Pharmaceutical /  
Biotechnology /
Healthcare 5%

Education 6%

Non-profit 6%

EMPLOYMENT BY SECTOR

2013-14 Full-time MBA graduates

Visit www.durham.ac.uk/mba to learn more about our MBA programme.

KEY BUSINESS PARTNERS



WHAT COULD YOU ACHIEVE?

Let’s find out
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BUSINESS EDUCATION

Without borders

Frankfurt’s Financial District, Germany



SUPPORTING YOUR STUDIES

Facilities and accommodation

ALUMNI NETWORK

Support your future growth

You’ll benefit from all the resources you’d expect at a leading 
business school at our newly-extended world-class facility at Mill 
Hill Lane, Durham. From the latest IT and library services to a 
virtual learning environment, you’ll have everything to hand to 
make the most of your learning.

As a full-time MBA student you will become a member of one 
of Durham University’s colleges.

Many MBA students choose Ustinov College – the largest 
collegiate community of postgraduate students in the UK. It 
provides self-catering accommodation in single study bedrooms 
and has a number of one, two and three bedroomed flats for 
students bringing their partner or family.

Alternatively, we can help you find private accommodation if you prefer.

When you join us, you become a 
member of the Business School’s 
Alumni Association. With over 18,000 
members, the network reaches over 
150 countries worldwide, facilitating 
friendships and business connections, 
sitting at the heart of the ‘Durham 
Experience’.

You can find out more at  
www.durham.ac.uk/business/alumni  
or contact our alumni team at 
business.alumni@durham.ac.uk

ALUMNI MENTORS

When you start your MBA journey you 
have the opportunity to gain insight 
and experience from a Business 
School alumnus, who will support and 
advise you through your studies and 
beyond to advance your career.

Visit www.durham.ac.uk/mba to learn more about our MBA programme.



“The MBA programme at Durham 
provides exceptional value, both in terms 
of time and money, and I know I wouldn’t 
be where I am now without the skills and 
knowledge I gained during my time at 
Durham.”

WILLIAM CAMUSO 
Full-time MBA Graduate

YOUR NEXT STEPS

A Durham MBA is closer than you think

MEET US

We encourage you to attend one of our Durham full-time 
MBA Open Events. These are a great opportunity to see 
the School, meet our staff, current students, alumni 
and to find out more about the programme and studying 
in Durham. If you are unable to get to the School, you 
can also come and see us at a recruitment fair.

For more information about recruitment fairs and to 
book a place at one of our School events, visit 
www.durham.ac.uk/business/mba-events
 
We also hold Virtual Open Days, so to find out more 
and to book a place visit www.durham.ac.uk/business/
mba-events. Alternatively, to arrange a Skype call 
with a member of the MBA team just email them at 
pg.bus@durham.ac.uk

22 Visit www.durham.ac.uk/mba to learn more about our MBA programme.

YOUR MBA JOURNEY

The Durham experience starts here 



The full-time Durham MBA programme has the following entry criteria: 

•  At least three years’ continuous post-graduation work experience in 
positions demonstrating a high degree of responsibility 

•  An upper second class Bachelor Degree or international equivalent 

Lack of formal qualifications is not necessarily a barrier to admission; 
managerial experience is also a key consideration for entry to our 
full-time MBA programme. In such cases, we may ask you to submit 
a portfolio of evidence demonstrating capability in areas such as 
management experience, including critical thinking skills and 
communication skills. 

Additionally, candidates whose first language is not English will 
normally be required to demonstrate evidence of proficiency in English 
language as follows: a recent English language test score of 7.0 or 
above in IELTS with no element below 6.0, or 102 or above in TOEFL 
IBT with no element below 23. 

To apply using our online 
application form or to find 
information regarding entry 
requirements, supporting 
documentation, fees or 
scholarships, visit 
www.durham.ac.uk/
business/applyftmba

If you have outstanding 
experience, an impressive 
academic record or if 
you become a successful 
ambassador for the Business 
School, you may be eligible 
for a scholarship, visit 
www.durham.ac.uk/business/
mba-scholarships

HOW TO APPLY SCHOLARSHIPS

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Making the grade



LEARN MORE

Contact the Business School

Postgraduate Admissions Office 
Durham University Business School 

Mill Hill Lane, Durham DH1 3LB, UK

This University publication is intended as a general guide to the University of Durham’s courses and facilities and forms no part of any contract between you and the University except as provided 
below. The publication is prepared in advance of the academic year to which they relate. The University makes every effort to ensure that the information contained here is accurate. Although 
reasonable steps are taken by the University to provide the courses and services described, the University cannot guarantee the provision of any course or facility. Any course may be altered or 
withdrawn owing to circumstances beyond the University of Durham’s reasonable control. Such circumstances include (but are not limited to) industrial action, lack of demand, departure of 
key personnel, change in Government policy, withdrawal or reduction of funding, change of Law. The University will take such steps as are available to it to minimise the effect of any alteration 
or withdrawal of a course. Such steps may include the offer of a place on an alternative course. Please note that the University’s website is the most up to date source of information regarding 
courses and facilities and we strongly recommend that you always visit the website before making any commitments. Durham University and Durham University logo are registered Trade Marks 
of the University of Durham. Unless otherwise stated, all material in this publication is copyright of the University of Durham. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system or transmitted in any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the permission of the University. Copyright © Durham University 2016.

@DUBusSchool Find us on Facebook –  
Durham University Business School

www.linkedin.com/company/ 
durham-university-business-school

T  +44 (0) 191 334 5533 
E  pg.bus@durham.ac.uk 
W  www.durham.ac.uk/mba


